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Zimbabwe Social Democrats welcome the CCJP’s report 

dismissal of Zimbabwe’s 2013 elections as a fiasco and 

renew the call for fresh free and fair elections as the only 

way out of this mess!  

The Catholic Commission for Peace and Justice (CCJP) has dismissed Zimbabwe’s 2013 elections as 

a fiasco in its lasted report on the elections.  

 

Bishop Alex Muchabaiwa is now the CCJP chairperson in Zimbabwe and one of the authors of the 

report. 

“It might not be far from the truth if we say some people voted in July 2013 elections to save their 

lives, limbs and property. They wanted to avoid a repeat of 2008”, stated the report. Bishop Alex 

Muchabaiwa is the chairperson of CCJP in Zimbabwe and one of the authors of the report.  

Implementing the democratic reforms and holding free and fair elections was the key to ending Zim-

babwe's economic and political crisis after the 2008 elections. The GPA made the same point and it 

was a great pity that after five years of the GNU not even one reform was implemented.  

 

It was a great national tragedy that the opportunity to end this corrupt and repressive Zanu PF gov-

ernment was lost as Mugabe went on to rig the elections. This Zapu PF regime is illegitimate and the 

sooner the country is allowed to have a legitimate government the sooner it can start the difficult tasks 

of rebuilding the nation’s badly damaged political institutions and national economy. 

 

The democratic reforms must be implemented and free and fair elections held, there is no other way 

out!  

 

Since the rigged 2013 elections the Zimbabwe economy has taken a dangerous nose dive causing 

increasing economic hardship on the people right across the board. Two weeks ago the Zanu PF 

spokesman, Rugare Gumbo said the party was willing to talk on how to end the economic crisis. It is 

important that the party should treat these talks with the seriousness and urgency the mater de-

mands! 

 

Conclusion 
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The Zimbabwe economy is so weak it is failing to supply even the most basic services like clean run-

ning water and unemployment has reached nauseating heights of 85% plus. We are sitting on ticking 

health and social time bombs. Mugabe and Zanu PF thought they could rig economic recovery and 

they have clearly failed to do so; indeed they have made the situation even worse.  

Only a government coming out of free and fair elections have competence and national and interna-

tional support to defuse these time bombs!   
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